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Friday, June 22 
 
 

10:45am-11:45am  W. Harold Moon Invited Address   
    Critical Thinking: A Call to Action       
    Randolph Smith       Salons A & B 

Abstract: Faculty typically list “critical thinking” as one of their primary learning outcomes for students. However, 
students often have difficulty engaging in critical thinking or may even resist thinking critically. In these socially 
challenging times, the disparity of opinions about critical thinking between faculty and students may have grown 
even greater. In this talk, I will challenge faculty to infuse critical thinking in the curriculum to overcome this gulf 
with their students. It is incumbent upon us to help students overcome their preconceived notions and opinions 
and think critically about important issues and questions in their lives and the lives of others. 
 
 
1:00pm-1:45pm  Concurrent Sessions 
 

 Shifting Gears: How to Rescue a Course Gone Wrong    
Melissa Beers & Kevin Apple     Salon A 
 

Abstract: When a class is going well, teaching can be the highlight of your day, leaving you excited and 
energized.	 Yet, most of us have experienced courses that didn’t go as we had hoped.	 Whether the challenge is 
disengaged students focused on their phones or when class will end, or disruptive students holding side 
conversations or dominating discussions, both students and instructors suffer when classes go badly.	 In this 
session, we will share our experiences as teachers and as mentors in understanding why classes can take an 
unexpected turn for the worse and strategies to help get them back on track.   

 
Leaving a Big Impact with a Small Practicum:  
Psychology Peer Advising       

    Ashley Rininger, Madeline Wolf, & Morgan Welch  Salon B 
 
Abstract: The Psychology Peer Advising practicum experience at James Madison University is unique in its design 
and practice. Student advisors commit to a two-year practicum, develop products to be used by both students and 
faculty members, and present on topics relevant to academic advising. Peer Advisors develop transferable skills 
such as oral and written communication, active listening, leadership, research, collaboration, marketing, and 
professionalism through training and continuous mentoring. This best-practices presentation will demonstrate 
the adaptability of peer advising to other institutional settings. 

2:00pm-2:45pm  Concurrent Sessions  
 

Psychology Climbing: Teaching Tools from the APA High School Summit 
Stephen Foley, Steve Jones, Maria Vita, Bradley Wray   Salon A 

 



	

	

Abstract: In 2017, the APA held its first ever Summit on High School Psychology Education, convened to strengthen 
the quality and reach of psychology teaching at the secondary level. Summit participants produced dozens of 
deliverables to fulfill this mission. Four Summit participants will present several of these deliverables, including 
some newly designed lab activities designed to bring psychological science alive in the classroom and a fully 
developed introduction to psychology course ready-made in Canvas. Session attendees will leave updated on the 
APA’s progress in implementing the Summit’s mission and with many useful resources they can use in their own 
classrooms. 

 
    Bon voyage: Tips for Developing a Short-term, Faculty-led, 

Psychology Study Abroad Program      
 Ryan Zayac        Salon B 

 
Abstract: Study abroad programs for psychology students have not only been found to improve intercultural 
competence, but also improve emotional resilience, perceptual acuity, and perceptual autonomy, characteristics 
that are also imperative for practitioners of psychology. Furthermore, studies have found that psychology majors 
enrolled in programs that include study abroad opportunities perform better on standardized tests, have higher 
program completion rates, and have higher rates of graduate school attendance. Despite this evidence, and the 
American Psychological Association Guidelines (2013) that recommend a focus on developing sociocultural 
competencies through study abroad, few psychology study abroad programs are available. The dearth of faculty-
led psychology study abroad programs may be attributed in part to faculty feeling intimidated about developing a 
study abroad program from the ground up. This presentation will focus on providing faculty with strategies and 
tactics to develop and implement a successful short-term study abroad program, as well as pitfalls to avoid. 
 
3:00pm-3:45pm  Concurrent Sessions 
 

A Well-Rounded Approach to Student Support:  
Partnering Faculty with Student Services to Increase Retention   

 Brian Tilley        Salon A 
 

Abstract: During a recent program review we discovered that students were 10% more likely to stay in our 
psychology program if they made it through our first four courses.	 We had already been aware of potential 
indicators like starting the program on academic probation or having a low incoming transfer GPA.	 However, a 
meeting with Student Services provided another perspective, including different data sets as well as different ways 
of supporting students identified as high-risk for dropout.	 The program faculty worked with select Student 
Services staff to develop a multifaceted approach to supporting students early in their academic careers.	 The plan 
integrated an online, self-paced, program-focused orientation that included elements such as an APA Style 
tutorial.	 The orientation also included information about support services and adjustment to university life.	 The 
administrative data used in the pilot version of the program included demographic, predictive data used to 
identify students with a high risk of dropout.	 After identifying students, a student service "coach" would mentor 
the student, including any necessary support services referrals, while a faculty "advisor" would meet with the 
student about goals, adjustment, and other professional development.	 The development and implementation 
process are discussed along with potential ramifications. 

 
Sundries Session (see abstracts)       

    Vanessa Diaz, & Nancy Davis Johnson    Salon B 
 
Vanessa Diaz 
Title: Bilingualism & Development: Teaching a Special Topics Senior Seminar in Psychology 
Abstract: The aim of the Psychology Undergraduate Senior Seminar entitled Bilingualism & Development is to 
prepare students for graduate school in psychology, and to give future practitioners such as clinicians and 
language pathologists a pointed insight into a critically misunderstood variety of human development. This 



	

	

seminar is structured as a two day a week class in which on one day we discuss book readings and the second day 
we discuss journal articles through student led discussions. We end the course with final research paper 
presentations.	 Before book discussion days students complete daily reading guides distributed by the instructor. 
The reading guide questions are used to frame the discussion, in which all students are expected to 
participate.	 Thursday article discussions are assigned to student pairs who summarize the article, present 
discussion questions, bring creative martial, and integrate classmate questions from an online discussion board for 
each article. An individual article review paper is then submitted by the presenting students. Finally, throughout 
the semester, students work on a final paper on the topic of their choosing, scaffolded through smaller 
assignments: a topic approval, a list of references, an abstract and outline, and a 10-minute class presentation 
before the final paper submission. 
 
Nancy Davis Johnson 
Title: Show and Tell-- and Chat: Using Poster Sessions in Non-traditional Ways 
Abstract: While poster presentations have long been used to present research findings in psychology classes, the 
availability of classroom technologies has led to new opportunities to use this format outside of research methods 
courses.	 Literature reviews have not always lent themselves to good poster presentations. However, this 
presentation will show how a poster session format in an Active Learning Classroom-- with wireless technology, 
multiple screens, and small-group seating-- was used for presentations in an Abnormal Psychology class.	 This 
activity allowed for assessment of both written and oral communication. Perhaps more importantly, it also created 
an excitement about topics and opportunities for student interaction and discussion, even for usually quieter and 
less engaged students.	 Feedback from four semesters of this format indicate that it is very popular with students 
and may serve as a high-impact practice that enhances learning and engagement after the semester ends. 
Feedback comments and an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses will be presented. Tips for planning this type 
of poster session will be included. 
 
4:00pm-4:45pm  Concurrent Sessions 
 
    Engaging Students in Information Literacy Instruction:  

A Case Approach        
    Amanda Maynard & Vivian Milczarski    Salon A 
 
Abstract: With the increasing amount of information available, students need to develop information literacy skills 
in order to be critical consumers of information. Both the American Psychological Association (APA) Guidelines 
for the Undergraduate Psychology Major (version 2.0) and the Association of College and Research Libraries 
(ACRL) share common standards in identifying and evaluating the credibility of sources. However, students may 
feel overconfident in their ability to evaluate information which may make them less motivated to be attentive 
during this instruction. To more actively engage students, we developed a case study technique that involves 
students in hypothetical cases with defined information needs related to contemporary issues of interest. These 
cases then scaffold information literacy instruction with the goal of teaching website evaluation, Boolean literature 
search skills, and ethical use and citation of sources in a stepwise approach. In this session, we will explain the 
approach, demonstrate how it can be adapted to a variety of psychology courses, and provide some practical 
advice on implementation. 
 
     
 
 

Sundries Session (see abstracts)        
    Liz Chenevey, Jennifer Thompson, & Maddie Hunt   Salon B 
 
Liz Chenevey 
Title: Mindfulness practices for Information Literacy: Encouraging reflective engagement with information	 



	

	

Abstract: Information Literacy is an important skill required by the APA of undergraduate psychology students. 
The Association of College & Research Libraries partially defines Information Literacy as the set of integrated 
abilities encompassing the reflective discovery of information. These abilities are most often seen in research, yet 
many undergraduate students see research projects as a frustrating burden and another stressor in their busy 
semesters. Librarians can help them navigate the changing information landscape and the research process as 
whole, but how much reflection and synthesis do students take part in? Mindfulness practices are increasing in 
popularity in higher education as they have been shown to affect academic achievement and provide 
opportunities for self-reflection on learning. The purpose of this presentation is to review what mindfulness 
interventions are being used in libraries and in higher education classrooms at large, and ideas for how psychology 
faculty and librarians can facilitate a more reflective research practice for our students.	 
 
Jennifer Thompson  
Title: APA's Project Assessment 
Abstract: In 2015, APA's Committee on Associate and Baccalaureate Education brought 50 Assessment experts and 
enthusiasts to Green Bay, Wisconsin for a Summit on the National Assessment of Psychology (SNAP). The result 
of this Summit was the creation of an online repository for assessments aligned with the APA Guidelines for the 
Undergraduate Psychology Major 2.0 (2013). This presentation will introduce participants to the online repository 
and provide an overview of its contents and use. 

Jen Henley, Cengage 
Title: Affordability in Action: New Model for Student Success 
	Abstract: Research shows that the cost of course materials is one of the biggest challenges college students face. 
Students must make tough choices - finance their materials with debt, buy used copies, share digital resources, or 
worse, nothing at all. We will explore how a new delivery model will assist with the problem of access and 
affordability across our campuses. Designed specifically to lower student costs and improve access, Cengage 
Unlimited is our way of removing barriers between students, instructors and the resources they all need to be 
unstoppable. It’s time to rewrite the rules and welcome a new way of learning. It’s a radically simple idea that 
revolutionizes an outdated textbook industry. 

 
Cengage Publishing is sponsoring our Demos and Drinks Session 

—Be sure to thank Jen if you see her! 
 
  



	

	

Saturday June 23 
 

11:00am-12:00pm  G. William Hill Invited Address   
    Intro Psych to the Rescue! Using Course Content  

to Enhance Well-Being 
    Elizabeth Yost-Hammer     Salons A & B 
 
Abstract: According to a 2017 national survey, high school students are experiencing more stress and anxiety than 
ever before, with an increase in diagnosed mood and anxiety disorders. Excessive screen time (which by some 
estimates averages 9 hours a day for teens) is linked to depressive symptoms and has created the new category 
of	technostress.	These are the students	who	enter	our classrooms and we, as introductory psychology teachers, are 
in a unique position to present them with foundational information that they can use to enhance their well-being, 
without sacrificing course content. Using Walsh's	Therapeutic Lifestyle Changes	(TLCs) as a framework, I will 
present ways teachers can embed TLCs into introductory psychology content to equip students with knowledge 
and skills needed to live healthier lives. 
 
12:15pm-1:00pm  Concurrent Sessions 
 
    KISS Assessment for General Education and the Major: A Workshop   
    Jane Halonen       Salon A 
 
Abstract: The Psychology Department at the University of West Florida collaborated on a simple assessment 
strategy to generate accountability data at the general education and baccalaureate levels.	 We believe exposure to 
psychological ways of thinking in college should make students less vulnerable to common misconceptions about 
behavior.	 In a department meeting we identified twenty misconceptions that the department members believed 
would produce the greatest acceptance from incoming introductory students.	 On the first day of the term we 
pretested all incoming introductory psychology students on those beliefs, examining not just agreement but 
strength of agreement.	 The post-test, administered in conjunction with the final, showed small but significant 
differences in beliefs despite the fact that some individual misconceptions remained sturdy.	 In addition, we 
conduct the same test just prior to graduation to capture the value added by completing the major.	 This cross-
sectional design tends to produce whopping statistical differences that support changes in both content and 
critical thinking outcomes for psychology majors.	 This simple design can provide solid data for those facing 
accountability challenges related to accreditation or department reviews.	 The design of this session, if concurrent, 
would be workshop focused with participants building their own	ETOP	version of a misconceptions test. 
 
    General Psychology Focus Group       
    Jennifer Thompson       Salon B 
 
Abstract: APA's Committee on Associate and Baccalaureate Education is supporting a General Psychology 
Initiative. As the initial step in this multi-year project we are conducting a series of focus groups at Regional 
Teaching	Conferences. The purpose of these focus groups is to gather information from participants regarding 
their issues with the teaching of General Psychology and ideas for how the course might be modified or improved 
to give our students their best learning experience. As such, this presentation won't be so much a presentation as it 
will be an opportunity for participants to share their ideas. 


